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No doubt this young lady will forget 
to tell us of the whereabouts of her 
new home. Thoughtless, but really does 
not affect our work too much. BUT 
when YOU forget it costs the club 
money, annoyance and work that 
should not be necessary. This past 
month we had to try to trace down 
eleven of you, without complete suc- 
cess. Take a look at the new roster 
and see if you are correctly listed. Of 
course if you have already made an 
unannounced move you won't have to 
bother, you will not read this anyway 
and will have no roster to check. We 
should not bother with you but we 
always make ONE attempt to find you, 
after that it is just too bad. We keep 
your money and no more magazines. 


Although we never owned or even drove a LOZIER, in fact 
know hardly anything about it, it was always one of our favorites 
in appearance. Lozier began business, we believe, around the 
turn of the century building marine engines in Plattsburg. 


The Lozier shares with the Duesenberg the erroneous belief 
of many that it is a foreign automobile. Which comment brings 
to mind that one day Warren Weiant heard his wonderful 
Renault limousine described as a “British water cooled Franklin.” 


No, we are not branching out into stories about indirect air 
cooling but we are fortunate in that a Lozier descendant happens 
to be a gifted automobile historian and writer. Herbert Lozier 
of New York has very kindly written for us a story on an 
interesting air cooler, the AEROCAR. 


While no picture is available to us we understand from data 
in a previous article that AEROCAR came out first as a mem- 
ber of the round grille club. Then they seemed to have come 
under the influence of the Thomas Flyer. 


When you appointed an old man to edit AIR COOLED 
NEWS you accepted, though perhaps unknowingly, the long 
established fact that each generation believes that its own heroes 
were the greatest and that things that came into being after 
the maturity of that generation are never as sound and as well 
done as that which went before. We of the older generation no 
doubt even believe that the cars of the very early years are more 
interesting than those of the Thirties, for example, though even 
these later cars may seem hoary and whiskered to some of our 
slightly younger members. No one can know what will actually 
take place in the next thirty years but we can predict with 
certainty that if we, by that time, have established a colony on 
the moon or some other outlandish place, many of you who are 
now quite young will then stoutly maintain that the space ships 
we are then building are vastly inferior to the earlier craft that 
were built in your own youth, “They don’t build them like that 
anymore”! 


To us the Franklins of the late Thirties are “modern”, we 
know much less about them than we do the Franklins of the 
first decade or the very early ‘teens. Sooner or later the club 
will find an editor “modern” enough to give the late Franklins 
the place they deserve in our efforts to get into print the entire 
Franklin story. In the meantime our available material should 
be gotten onto the printed page while people who knew those 
years are still around and can offer firsthand knowledge of this 
period. So if this editor seems to give much more space to the 
early efforts of Franklin people, bear with him, he is only trying 
to see to it that the WHOLE story gets on the record while it 
can still be unearthed and printed. He has tried to leaven the 
loaf with as much material as he has been able to secure on 
the later periods, but, strangely enough, the available data on 
the early years is many times that available to us on later models. 


We have recently acquired much more unpublished data on 
those early years. The latest acquisitions are the loan of Walter 
Winchester’s album of 1902-1905 and the gift (to AHA person- 
ally) of the priceless albums of Clayton Carris on the wonderful 
Transcontinental runs of 1904 and 1906. While these runs were 
made with their sales and commercial value fully in mind, it is 
nevertheless characteristic of the men and the times that Clayt 
Carris’ album contains, as its first item, an account of the trans- 
continental trip of Colonel Nelson Jackson, of Vermont, who 
made the unquestioned first cross America trip a year before 
the Whitman-Carris trip, and in a WINTON, not a FRANKLIN. 
These men, professionals though they were, could respect and 
acknowledge a competitor who was first. We knew Carris fairly 
well, we had only a speaking acquaintance with Whitman, we 
just met Winchester this year but these men, along with other 
Franklin greats, Burns, Hamlin and a few others, were gentle- 
men and sportsmen. We will continue, perhaps at the expense 
of better coverage of later years, to tell their tremendous part 
in the Franklin story. 


With the wonderful material in the Carris albums were 
many news clippings of the period. At least one of these clip- 
pings should be a renewal of the warning to any writer on any 
element of history, automotive or otherwise, never to accept at 
face value any single news report of the day. News reporters 
undoubtedly earn their salaries, but they are notoriously in- 
accurate, to them the readability of their efforts seems to be 
of much greater import than cold facts. 


The news story in mind was one from a San Francisco paper, 
written two days before the departure of the 1906 Franklin on 
its record try. The writer of the day reported that this crew 
were out in an attempt to break their own record made two 
years before in a two cylinder Franklin. Of course any initiated 
Franklin man knows there never was a two cylinder Franklin 
but nevertheless such a clipping, if it came to light, could defi- 
nitely prove to some folks that Franklin did make a two cylinder, 
for to certain people if they see it in print it is so, just as the 
old myth that Franklin once made water cooled cars because 
some writer, in an automotive magazine, thought they had. This 
same California news writer of the day credited the first auto- 
mobile transcontinental trip to a Dr. Jacobson of Vermont! 
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Albany was reached early on the first day of the run 


THROUGH THIRTEEN STATES 
IN THIRTEEN DAYS 


N THIRTEEN days, running through thir- 
I teen states, with an average of 250 miles a day, 
a Franklin automobile completed on the afternoon 
of May 14, 1910, a 3500-mile journey designated 
as the Franklin Trek. 

In many particulars the Trek differed from any 
tour ever made before. While speed was not pri- 
marily the aim, it was proposed to show that, with 
proper motor car construction, touring, fast and 
far, day after day, without excessive fatigue of the 
passengers or undue wear of the automobile, had 
become a fact. 


Meeting old friends at the Hotel os meee 


Wendell, Pittsfield, Mass. 


Boston was left shivering in a cold morning fog 


The car making the run started and finished at 
the Franklin automobile factory at Syracuse, N. Y. 
It carried’ a party of four, with baggage, and at 
some parts of the tour the number of passengers 
was increased to five or six. 

The Trek was made in the main by daylight, 
the first day’s run, that of May 2, being to Boston, 
353 miles away, establishing a new record for the 
distance between the two cities. Cities visited 
along the day’s run were Utica, N. Y.; Albany, 
N. Y.; Springfield, Mass., and Worcester, Mass. 

On the second day New York was reached, the 
run being by way of New Bedford, Mass.; Fall 
River, Mass.; Providence, R. I.; Putnam, Conn.; 


Putnam, Conn., was interested in the Franklin Trek 


gee 
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New York welcomed the Trek car just as darkness settled down 


Hartford, Conn.; New Haven, Conn., and Bridge- 
port, Conn. 

On the third day the states of New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware and Maryland were crossed, 
stops being made at Paterson, N. J.; Newark, 
N. J.; Trenton, N. J.; Philadelphia, Pa.; Wil- 
mington, Del., and Baltimore, Md., and the night 
being spent at Washington, D. C. 

Over the Allegheny mountains, from the Atlantic 
tide water to the head waters of the Ohio river 
at Pittsburg, the car went next day, covering a 
distance of 245 miles and passing through Fred 
erick, Md.; Hagerstown, Md.; Chambersburg, Pa., 
and Bedford, Pa. 


Crowds awaited the Trek party at the national capital 


Seas of mud and water on the 


A brief stop at Columbus, Ohio 


The route lay over South Mountain and up 
through historic Frederick, and after Chambers- 
burg was reached it turned westward to Pitts- 
burg over the Glidden Tour route of two years 
before. The day’s run, however, was twice as 
long as that made by the Gliddenites in one day. 

This day’s run stands without parallel in the 
history of mountain motoring in the east. 

The next day, with stops at Wheeling, W. Va. ; 
Zanesville, Ohio; Columbus, Ohio; Springiield, 
Ohio, and Dayton, Ohio, the Trek party reached 
Cincinnati. 


Nearly across Indiana the following day the car 
passed, going through Richmond and Indianapolis 


deserted Illinois roads ene 
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A motor car in Princeton, III., must have a guardian while the engine is running 


and reaching Terre Haute for the night. Rain 
had fallen all day, and reports from the route 
ahead gave promise, which was later fulfilled, that 
the roads of southern Illinois, deep with mud, 
would furnish the most difficult running of the trip. 

So bad, in fact, were the highways that in two 
days of pulling through the sticky mud of that 
region between Terre Haute and St. Louis not 
another motor car was encountered on the road 
although the distance included the entire width of 
the state of Illinois. 

Natives along the route took as a joke the at- 
tempt to get through and invariably prophesied 
failure, but the six-cylinder engine pulled the car 


Crowds surrounded the tourists at St. Louis 


steadily through the mud and by being run almost 
continuously on low gear gave an unprecedented 
exhibition of inability to overheat. 

It was possible to drive on high gear only about 
five miles between Terre Haute and St. Louis. 
For a long distance the running was simply a 
succession of climbing out of one mud hole and 
running into the next. 

With a night stop at Vandalia the Trek car 
pushed its way into St. Louis in the middle of the 
afternoon of the eighth day and.remained in that 
city over night before pressing on to the next 
destination. 


Mud, mud, always mud in Illinois 


Some more of the gumbo 
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. For a few minutes the rain stopped and the sun broke through the clouds 
. Between Vandalia, Ill., and St. Louis the roads were almost impassable 

. Natives laughed at the attempt to navigate such roads 

. Headed for Galesburg, IIl., on the latter half of the trip 
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The joys of motoring through Illinois mud 


. Half way to the hub but still pushing ahead 


An Indiana stream served to partially wash the mud from the Trek car 


. Roads between Terre Haute and Vandalia apparently had no bottom 
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In front of the Plain Dealer office, Cleveland, after a day's run of 400 miles 


The course of the next two days, on the first of 
which there was still no other automobile met out 
on the road, was up through Illinois, the first 
night’s stop being at Galesburg, after a stop at 
Peoria, and the second at Chicago with an inter- 
mediate stop at Princeton. 

Starting out in the morning, the car made the 
greatest day’s run of the entire trip. It covered a 
distance of 403 miles before the end of the day, 
leaving Illinois, crossing the entire state of Indiana 
by way of South Bend and Fort Wayne and run- 
ning through Ohio by way of Bowling Green and 
Norwalk as far as Cleveland. The night of the 
twelfth day found the car at Erie, Pa., stops 


Ploughing through a corner 
of upper Illinois 


South Bend, Ind., furnished an imposing background 


having been made at Akron, Ohio; Youngstown, 
Ohio, and Sharon, Pa. 

On the day succeeding, May 14, the car com- 
pleted the circuit which led back to the starting 
point, Syracuse, the cities of Buffalo and Rochester 
having been visited on the day’s run. 

The engine which supplied the power for the long 
run was of forty-two horse power and was run 
practically without stop from the start to the finish 
of the entire trip. It was stopped but twice and 
then for slight adjustment only. In neither case 
did the engine fail, but kept at its work night and 
day, running steadily while the car was in the 
garage at night as well as when it was out on the 


Waiting for gasoline at Akron, Ohio 
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On the road to Erie, Pa. 


road during the day. This, together with the long 
drive through the mud, was declared the most 
thorough demonstration of impossibility of over- 
heating that has ever been given an automobile 
engine. 

The greater part of the run was devoid of tire 
trouble. The forward tires were not touched from 
the time of leaving Syracuse until the return, and 
the rear tires went well through the run before the 
shoe of one of them was cut. 


The Trek was especially a demonstration of 
easy riding. With heavy, hard-riding automobiles 
tourists have found long, fast touring a serious 
physical strain; on leaving the car at the end of 
each day’s run they have felt extreme weariness. 


Buffalo was reached early on the 


last day of the run 


The way through the Montezuma marshes of western New York is 
treacherous in wet weather 


With the ordinary automobile construction road 
shocks are transmitted in practically their full force 
to the occupants of the car. It was planned to 
show that in the Franklin with full-elliptic springs, 
wood chassis frame, large wheels and large tires, 
together with light weight of the entire motor car, 
touring comfort was assured. Tire trouble inevi- 
tably accompanies the use of the heavy, hard-riding 
car. That tire trouble was practically eliminated 
on the Trek is evidence, of itself, of the touring 
comfort experienced by the passengers. 

Running as it did, the engine gave an unpar- 
alleled demonstration of reliability and endurance. 


In front of the Rochester headquarters of the Franklin Automobile Company 
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THE TRAIL OF THE TREK 
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Greeting the Trek party just before it entered Syracuse 


If anything could be devised that would overheat 
an engine it was a continuous run of the length 
and character of the Trek. Never in the 3500 
miles was there the slightest sign of the engine 
overheating. It delivered its power effectively 
regardless of whether the work was mountain 
climbing or mud plugging, was over rocky and 
winding ways or level straight stretches. 

The Franklin was called upon for unprecedented 
work, and it did it. 


Many motorists welcomed the Trek 
party back to Central New York 


In the preceding half a dozen pages we have 
made a direct reproduction of the little book pub- 
lished by the factory following the successful finish 
of the original Franklin Trek. For a number of years 
I have sought to locate a copy of this interesting 
account. The day before our own Seventh Trek 
started I was presented with a copy by Mrs. Clayton 
Carris, along with many other treasures including 
the original print from which this cover was made. 

Ciayton Carris was in charge of this run. Un- 
fortunately I have forgotten the names of others 
and the booklet does not reveal them. It is a fitting 
time to recount the original Trek for this year marks 
the passage of a half century since this truly re- 
markable trip by a sturdy car and a sturdy crew. 
‘ Study this account well and the next time 
your soft bottom is harshly jarred by a pebble still 
your fretful crying in respect for those real men 
whose efforts made possible the sybaritic travel 
granted you today. . . . AHA 
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Second Annual Pacific Northwest 


Air Cooled Tour 
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492 Soudit SagtuaeG SYRACUSE NY 
THE SOON To/PEamen HHSC PACIFIC NORTHWEST REGIONAL GROUP HOPES 
THAT THIS YEARS TREK WILL BE THE MOST ENJOYABLE OF THEM ALL 
THIS AREA WILL BE REPRESENTED ON A TREK SOME OAY WITH A FRANKLIN 
17S MUCH TOQFAR FOR WALKING SECOND ANNUAL PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
BIR COLD OUTING 1S SHAPING INTO SOMETHING REALLY 816 THIS YEAR 
BEST REGARDS 
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Shortly after this telegram of good 
wishes had been dispatched to the Seventh 
Trek assembled at Syracuse, Jim Beal and 
his committee sat down together for the 
final planning of the Second Annual Tour 
of air coolers out in the Northwest. 


A very detailed announcement includ- 
ing a hand drawn scale map of the route 
and stop points was mailed out to all 
known owners of air cooled automobiles 
within a wide area. 


The group met at the home of James 
B. Beal, a newly elected member of the 
HHFC Advisory Board, for the start. The 
announcement stated that any folks who 
came the night before, so as to be sure not 
to miss the affair, might stay at Jim’s place. 


About two weeks after this Tour the 


_ Advisory Board approved the new Region. 


So The Pacific Northwest Region becomes 
our Fourth. It embraces an area compris- 
ing the States of Washington, Oregon, 
Idaho and the Province of British 
Columbia. 
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Saturday, September 3rd, and Monday, September 5th, were 
clear, sunny days, ideal for touring. Since our tour and picnic 
were planned for Sunday it just naturally showered rain most of 
the day. Despite the showers almost everyone who registered 
showed up plus a few other unexpected but welcome Franklin 
owners and friends. 


Karl Jernes and his friend, Archie Hall, were the first to 
arrive Sunday morning about 11:30. They had driven up from 
Portland the previous evening in Karl’s 1930 Brougham. We 
spent a number of hours at my home that evening discussing 
Franklin matters. It started raining rather heavily by the time 
Ron Hull and his friend Dick Shelton drove up in Ron’s 1929 
Roadster.. Side curtains were excavated and rapidly snapped 
into place before they came inside. As the time to start ap- 
proached, other persons began to arrive. Al Mitchell showed up 
with wife, two sons and a daughter all bundled in wraps within 
his 1922 Touring. Mr. Roy Storey Jr., wife and daughter appeared 
in their newly acquired 1923 four door Sedan. Vance Colyar and 
his son came up from Olympia in their modern air cooled NSU 
Prinz automobile. Felix Meinikheim, wife and two children made 
their long trip up here from Cascade Locks, Oregon in their 
VW Microbus—not enough room for the whole family in their 
1933 Coupe. Harold Hanson and his son joined the tour in their 
medern Detroit iron (Harold should have his 1911 Model G Tour- 
ing restored soon). Dave Ault and his wife appeared in their 
black VW Sedan shortly before the tour got underway. 


The showers let up somewhat before we left, so the tour was 
not all uncomfortably wet. We put on quite a show for the 
neighbors when we finally got underway on schedule, my red 
VW Sedan leading the pack of about ten cars. Just outside of 
Kirkland, Harold Hanson, as rear guard, flagged us down. Felix 
Meinikheim just had a flat on his VW (this was the only trouble 
anyone had on the entire tour). We drove on down to the inter- 
section of Highways 1 and 10 where Mr. Klineburger and his 
family met us in their 1922 two door V-windshield Sedan. (“Please 
don’t drive over 40 m.p.h., I’m breaking in a newly rebuilt 
engine.”) Mr. Meinikheim and Mr. Hanson rejoined us at this 
point, having set new records for changing a flat tire. 


During some ten miles of our journey from Kirkland onward 
we were constantly being passed by an older couple in a small 
FIAT. They would pass and park and watch us go by time after 
time. No doubt this was a one time Franklin owner basking 
in nostalgic memories, for the Franklin is one of the most 
recognizable orphan automobiles on the road. 


Driving across Mercer Island, over the floating bridge and 
through the entrance tunnel into Seattle, we neared the end of 
the Highway 10 expressway. At this point confusion occurred 
in exiting properly. The cars became separated somewhat in 
traffic so about half took the planned short-cut and half took 
the long way around. A brief wait for reorganization and tour 
map orientation took place, then on to Kenworth Truck 
Corporation. 


Upon reaching the beautifully landscaped parking lot at 
Kenworth we found Mr. Hartley and his wife waiting for us in 
their 1934 Olympic Sedan. Mr. Al Clausen and his wife were also 
there, down from Bellingham in their Detroit iron with a car 
load of swapping goods. 


Before we took the plant tour all the air cooled cars were 
lined up at an angle and many photos were taken, some from 
the top of a nearby new truck. 


Mr. Kent Davis and his wife took us on a very detailed tour 
of Kenworth. From the Administration and Engineering Offices 
to the Spare Parts Storage Depot we journeyed. We observed 
how the fiberglass fenders and hoods were made, how the alumi- 
num bodies were assembled, and how frame and engine instal- 
lations were accomplished. The huge truck-tractors being made 
for African desert oil well work were the most interesting. With 
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6 foot diameter tires and double truck frames they stand 15 
feet tall and 10 feet wide. You can just about use the buniper 
for a chinning bar and it’s all you can do to lift the smallest 
of the spring leaves. These trucks are fitted with huge diésel 
engines, cooled by twin radiators in the V-front hoods—cooling 
presenting quite a problem in temperatures of 120-130° F. All 
trucks are made to order at Kenworth so we had an interesting 
variety of types to inspect. We were also shown a special 
research and development truck-tractor being built by Kenworth 
to embody the latest ideas in truck design. It had adjustable 
torsion bar and air suspension plus four wheel drive. This plant 
tour turned out to be longer and more interesting, for everyone, 
than planned. 


We left Kenworth about 3:30 p. m. and headed for the home 
of Hal Dahl. The showers stopped temporarily so Mr. Kline- 
burger could rest his right arm for awhile—hand operated wind- 
shield wiper, you know. 


At the turn-off from Highway 99 to 5M (a place of many 
intersections and few signs) I got in the wrong lane and off 
we went to Tacoma. (This is the sort of thing that will happen 
when you only go over a tour route once!) I remembered a 
connecting road nearby so we got back on course before many 
drivers realized a wrong turn had been made. 


No further problems occurred during the rest of the fifteen 
car tour to Mr. Dahl’s. It was a nice drive through hilly country- 
side. Not spectacular in scenery, but green and restful. We 
waved and honked for. lots of children and grownups along the 
way. 


Arriving at Hal Dahl’s home we parked beneath the pines 
as best we could for photographs and then rolled out Hal’s 
beautiful 1928 Boattail Roadster to join the rest of the Franklins. 
Hal’s Franklin has been having a siege of rod throwing lately, 
so it is waiting for a complete engine rebuild in the near future. 
This car will be a welcome addition to our group here when it 
is back in running order. Hal was away on a business trip so 
he couldn’t take us on a grand tour of his car barn, however 
we opened all the doors and thoroughly inspected his cars, parts 
and workshop. Jean Dahl was hostess during this event. She 
and the rest of the women fixed up a delicious meal for the crowd 
of fifty five persons who were present. 


Before, during and after the evening meal, and occasional 
showers, people were busy talking and taking photos from every 
angle while the children ran wild in the woods. The line-up of 
seven Franklins was a good cross-section for the 1920’s and 30’s. 
Judging by comments heard from the fifteen Franklin owners 
present, there should be at least 15 Franklins on the 1961 Air 
Cooled Tour—covering all periods of Franklin history except the 
cross engine models. Our outing this year, in cars and people 
was more than twice that of last year. As the interest grows 
in this region more Franklins appear and new owners are added 
to my list every month. 


Harold Hanson was picked to do the judging, but a problem 
arose. Mr. Mitchell’s 1922 Touring and Mr. Jernes’ 1930 Sedan 
were both in excellent condition so a coin had to be tossed to 
decide 2nd and 3rd place. Ron Hull’s 1929 Roadster won 1st 
place award. (Ron almost had to check out of the tour plans 
on Saturday when a front wheel bearing was found defective 
during a grease job. Luckily the 1930 wheel bearings fit a 1929, 
for I was able to lend him a bearing from one of my disassembled 
wheels.) Felix Meinikheim and family won the “Longest Distance 
Driven” award by com up from 
their VW ansitee, — a 

A petition for formation of a new region, known as the 
Pacific Northwest Region of The H. H. Franklin Club, was drawn 
up and signed by those members of HHFC who were present. 
Ballots were cast for officers, James Beal becoming President 
and Eugene Klineburger becoming Secretary of the new region. 
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Klineburger car gets checked by the Colyers, Dave Ault, Marion 
Ist place . . . Ron Hull . . . 1929 Roadster Diedericks, Stan Colson and John Beaufort 


2nd place .. . Al Mitchell . . . 1922 Touring Line up at Kenworth plant 
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During the Tenth Old Car Festival at Green- 


field Village, Mr. Carl Doman symbolically 
presented the keys of a finely restored Frank- 
lin Runabout to the Director of the Henry Ford 
Museum and Greenfield Village, Dr. Donald A. 
Shelley. 


Carl acted on behalf of the donor, our 
member from Edgartown, Massachusetts, Mrs. 
Joseph W. Wilshire III. 


The Festival announcer introduced Dr. 

Shelley, the Director, and also introduced Mr. 

Doman as “the former Chief Engineer of the Franklin Company.” 

In the introduction he used well deserved phrases such as, “a 

man important in the history of automobiling . . . much of the 

success of this famous automobile was due to his engineering 
ability.” Carl then spoke. 


“First, I want to explain that in 1905 I was not Chief Engi- 
neer of the The H. H. Franklin Company. I was a small boy, 
pestering my parents. I did, however, become a student engineer 
in 1921, spending my summer vacation there prior to graduation 
from college. I recall that in the lobby of The H. H. Franklin 
Automobile Company there was a 1905 car, a duplicate of this 
one owned by Mrs. Joseph W. Wilshire, which as a young engi- 
neer I studied by the hour. I studied this vehicle because it had 
so many features which later were followed by the industry. 
Among the features which I recall were the following: 


Large bore .. . Short stroke . . . Overhead valves . . . Very 
stiff crankcase . . . Multi-main bearings . . . Cylinders with 
horizontal fins. These were used until 1910, then foolishly sup- 
planted with vertical fins. Then in 1930 when I was Research 
Engineer we reverted back to the same type of cooling fins 
as used in this 1905 Franklin . . . Light unsprung weight... . 
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Full eliptic springs ... Finally, direct air cooling. Of course, 
all engines are air cooled. The majority, however, use water to 
pick up heat and take it to the radiator for cooling. 


As you all know, in 1935 The H. H. Franklin Company went 
out of business. Two years previously, however, my boss, Ed 
Marks, and I founded our own company, The Doman-Marks 
Engine Company, to manufacture direct air cooled engines for 
aircraft, helicopters, trucks and stationary work. Later we bought 
the name “Franklin,” patents, drawings, tools, patterns, etc. The 
Franklin engines produced by our company were used during 
the War and powered many types of aircraft and helicopters, 
with most visibility being obtained by the R6 helicopter used by 
General Chennault in China. This company still remains in 
business in Syracuse, New York, manufacturing in limited quan- 
tities engines for helicopters. 


Tom Hubberd of Tucson, Arizona, bought a Franklin car 
which he restored. He became so enthused that he felt since 
Franklin had pioneered so many engineering features there 
should be a Franklin Club formed. He induced several other 
friends to join with him, with the result that in ten years the 
Club has grown and grown to nearly a thousand members. Each 
year the Club plans a méeting. In 1960, at the meeting held in 
Syracuse, thirty-eight Franklins returned and demonstrated that 
they had many years of life remaining. 


Mrs. Wilshire and her husband, Joseph, continued to have 
great interest in the Franklin Club and Franklin cars. After Mr. 
Wilshire passed away, Mrs. Wilshire continued as a Franklin 
Club member. She appreciated the unique features of the little 
car, so felt it best to put it up here in the midst of the automobile 
industry. She, no doubt, felt that a puzzled engineer, and there 
are many, could study the original features of design and thus 
obtain confidence. 
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for as long as i can remember, which really isn’t 
very long, i’ve heard my folks talk about the 
franklin trek. i heard my mommy and daddy talk 
= about going to syracuse to see the trek. i was 
sure hoping they’d take me along, as i wanted to 
find out what this trek thing was. i’d seen dogs, 
cats, chickens, horses, cows and bumblebees but 
i’d never seen a trek. 

we visited mu other grandpop and grandma 
= up in massachusetts first. gee, did i have aball 
there! i had mommy, daddy, grandma, grandpa and great 
grandma (what does that mean? she isn’t any bigger than 
grandma?) to fuss over me. and di they spoil me. i had a won- 
derful time but still wanted to get to this syracuse ans see this 
franklintrek. 


can you imagine my surprise when i found out that a frank- 
lin trek isn’t a aminal at all, but just a bunch of grownups who 
fuss over those funny old cars worse than aunts over babies. 
boy, were they different from what i thought was a car. you 
know something? i foundout what that funny lloking thing is 
that sits in our cellar. its pop’s cross terk, that’s what it is! 
don’t know what makes it crossfor pop and daddy are awful nice 
to it. its just like uncal stan’s except pop’s has a back seat. our 
black cat gus likes to sleep on that back seat, when gus first 
came to us daddy called it gussie, wonder why? 

i was hoping to ride out to the park in a trek, i had my eye 
on the pirate of that nice harry, he came to see me once, but i 
took too long a nap and had to ride in a clunker, that’s not a 
franklin trek. daddy had already eaten so he fed me while 
momma, grandma and grace carris ate their lunch, this carris 
is something special two to hear my folks talk, while i ate, a 
bruce cox, whoever that is, talked to me, he did something special 
but i can’t remember what. 


after lunch we went for a walk around the cars. my folks 
had a good look at those cars, but i was so close to the ground 
that all i could see were thos eshiny things on the wheels. they 
are hub caps, funny place to wear a cap! 


there were pretty gold colored ones like on uncle fenton’s 
trek, he’s one of my favoriteuncles, comes to see us sometimes, 
and silver colored ones like miller, boram and boyer had, i know 
what a miller is, but what’s a boram and a boyer? there was 
one that had me guessing, fancier than any of the other ones, 
i found out it was a corvair, that’s not a franklin trek either, 
and belonged to a zimmer, gosh, now what’s a zimmer? anyway 
they sure were pretty! 


when i was being pushed up the hill to the pavillion i had 
a chance to get a good look at all those franklins, what a sight 
to see. thousands of them all in a line, mommy said thirty seven, 
is that more than two? daddy told me to mention exkert’s 
speeder for he’s our prexy, i think a prexy is something like a 
police, you gotta be good when they are around. 


everything was going along grand, i was having a wonder- 
ful time and wanted to see the winchester, i think that’s a gun, 
pop has some in his cellar, that was a sprt of special big one i 
think, for someone said something about a big shot. then there 
was a deitrich, that was only a man, nothing special but awful 
big, that was going to talk about a custo, i don’t think that’s 
the same as a trek but i never found out. you know what those 
folks of mine did? they put me to bed and told me to go to 
sleep, imagine that.’ then they hired a jailer to watch me. when 
the jailer went to sleep i tried to reach the knob, but i never 
made it, guess i went to sleep after all for i never heard the 
deitrich talk, guess its just as well, don8t think a custom is as 
pretty as a chipmonk anyway. can’t understand grownups, when 
daddy saw me writing a story he told me to butter up this 
deitrich man, if i’d buttered up myself i’d probably been slapped. 

just wait ’till next year. i'll be walking and they can’t put 
me in any old stroller. i betcha i get to shoot that winchester 
next time. i betch! 


oes 


the arthur is agrandson of the oditer and the son of the 
feller who writes the acn paychecks. so what choice have you? 
besides (durn it, he’s got me doing it now!) he writes well for 
a thirteen month old man. Our younger writers should be 
encouraged . . . S.O.B., 2nd. Asst. Ed. 


Comments 


If any of our careful readers were a bit confused about cap- 
tions in the story of the Series 10 tests runs, the legend under 
the final right hand picture on Page 9 should be interchanged 
with the one just above. 


ee 


Even a brilliant mind like the editor’s can occasionally be 
fooled. Somewhere around eighteen months or more ago I was 
dragged out of an early bed by a call from Detroit from a listed 
member that I did not know. This chap was interested in put- 
ting out a reprint of the out of stock issues of ACN, he seemed 
in an awful hurry, was going to start in the morning. I told 
him it sounded like a good idea and had no objections, however 
it sounded a wee bit like someone after a fast buck so I kicked 
it along to our president, Doc Boyer. He apparently gave the 
green flag and that seemed to be the end of the whole business. 


How wrong can you get? This year at Syracuse a man 
introduced himself to me as Bruce Cox and apologized for get- 
ting me out of bed long months ago. The name rang all right 
so I asked him if he had ever done anything about the reprint 
idea. He surely had. He pulled from his brief case a copy of 
the finished job. Issues 1-2-3-4 and 9 all bound within the cover 
of the original Number. A really fine job, it includes under this 
one cover all those issues complete with their individual covers. 
It had to be made without benefit of any original negatives, in 
other words a copy of a copy. It is really excellent and is for 
sale at five dollars, just the price of these original issues. I 
think he disposed of about all he had with him at Syracuse, but 
more are available, though in limited quantity. They may be 
ordered through the Treasurer’s office or directly from Bruce 
Cox at 713 Lafayette Building, 144 West Lafayette, Detroit 26. 


os 


It is a pity that we do not have some sort of award 
like the Hero of the Soviet Union that we could con- 
fer on members like Bruce Cox and a few others for 
their very real contributions to the betterment of 
our club. Here are some other nominations for such 
a citation. 


Athol Odell of Illinois for his underwriting at his 
own risk the design and manufacture of our fine 
club jewelry. 


(HERO) 
ad 


Harry Moore of Pennsylvania for his remarkable record of 
attending all seven Treks in his famous Deitrich Pirate. 


Don Kitchin of Pennsylvania for his development of much 
needed replacement hub caps and oil pump for the Series 13. 


Miles Amick of Maryland for dreaming up and handling the 
first two Treks. Also for successfully completing the project for 
our club emblem that had been suggested by Tom Hubbard. 


Carl Doman of Michigan for his countless contributions 
toward the success of our magazine. 


Thomas Hubbard of Arizona and Clifford Boram, then of 
Illinois, for their very effective part in starting the whole thing 
by jointly meeting the cost of the first two issues of AIR 
COOLED NEWS. 


; George Boyer for initiating and continuing our fine News- 
etter. 


Any nominations from the floor? 


0 Sie 


Try your luck in getting the enclosed membership form 
signed. We would like to have all Franklin people in the Club. 
You can help toward that ambition. 


Within the last several years the cost of the car emblem 
has increased steadily. The price is now raised to a point that 
would — a part of the higher cost. The new price is 
$4.75 


» MMe 
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The car for to-day, tomorrow, and years to come. 


“A long rakish appearing car, not too small, nor too large. 
It is low of build, giving great stability in action. The best 
materials are used in each part. You do not have to become a 
tester when you drive an Aerocar! It will carry four persons 
with delightful comfort. Just the average number, with an abun- 
— of room for all. It is a rich man’s car at a poor man’s 
price!” 


That was the way the ads ran for the Aerocar when the 
make first appeared in 1906. And in spite of the fact that they 
are almost non-existent today (about three are known to have 
been around a few years ago and one is now being restored) 
they were quite popular in their day. 


To say the least, the Aerocar did have eye as well as color 
appeal. For example the model “E” roadster was finished in 


French grey with trim of black and red, the wheels and chassis 
being Italian red, with “new type pleated upholstery to match.” 
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Unrestored Model E—Note altered front wheels 
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by Herbert Lozier 


The “E” roadster was available with a single rumble and the 
tool box, called the “Nobby Rumble” and used for a third person, 
or for the driver who takes the master home from the station! 
It could also be obtained with twin rumble seats atop the tool 
box. This tool box and rear section were removable by taking 
out two bolts so leaving enough room for carrying purposes. The 
rear platform was rubber covered and bound with brass trim. 

Amongst other things given attention were the mud guards, 
which on the Model “E” roadster were “effective in protecting 
the car from mud and dust. The apron guard inside well and 
flange are so designed as to stop water splashing outward where 
it would get on the passengers.” An important factor in those 
days of primitive roads. 

Aerocar did not build air-cooled engines alone. They also 
made a model “F” water-cooled car. This was a standard job of 
40 hp on a 115 in. wheelbase, and cost $2,200 in 1907. However 
it was never as popular as their air-cooled models “A” through 
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Author at the wheel 


The model “C” roadster and model “A” air-cooled tourer were 
the first of their lin>, appearing in late 1906. While the tourer 
was rather conventional, the roadster was ahead of its time, as 
far as body design was concerned. It was a very well stream- 
lined car equipped with doors—something most cars of that day 
did not include, particularly if they were roadsters! The fenders 
(“mudguards”—and that is just what they were) featured a 
remarkable design. It was claimed that they acted as airfoils 
similar to airplane wings, and lifted the front wheels up enough 
at speed to lighten the load upon them. This, in turn made the 
steering easier and reduced wear on the tires! Of course this 
worked best when going over 100 mph. But at that time, if 
you attained such a speed, you were no longer in a position to 
care. 


f the roadster was said to be 50 mph; cost was $2,000 in 1906-07. 
In 1907 the air-cooled tourer was called model “B.” 


By 1908 the company placed models “E,” “D” and “F” upon 
the market. However these Detroit-built cars were fighting a 
losing battle and soon after the first advertisements appeared 
which priced the “E” and “D” cars at- $2,000, there followed 
other ads lowering the prices to $1,500—a sure sign of lack of 
sales. (Model “F” was still water-cooled.) 


Toward the end of 1909 little was heard of the Aerocar Com- 
pany and its cars. The few that had been built began to dis- 
appear from the roads. 


@: Both models “A” and “C” used the 20 hp engine. The speed 


Bob Lane displays the very heavy rear axle 
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Note tubular axle and unusual height of steering yokes. 


So much for the brief background of a short-lived company, 
that like many others just could not stay in business. Though 
Aerocars had a life span of only four years (1906-1909) they did 
manage to put quite a few cars on the road. 


In passing it should be mentioned that an Aerocar air-cooled 
Model “B” tourer was first to arrive in Boston, from New York, 
during the Snow Contest of March 1907. That year a Mr. C. A. 
Benjamin was vice president of the firm, while the cars were 
designed by Leo Melanowski, chief engineer. 


As far as the details of the model 1907-08 “E” touring road- 
ster are concerned, they are readily available, for the only one 
left is being slowly and carefully restored by Dan Ribner of 
Brooklyn, N. Y. And I am happy to say that I have had a 
pleasant time assisting in the rebuilding together with Clint 
Feld, our chief engineer. 


The chassis of the Aerocar is quite normal with a pressed 
steel frame four inches at its greatest depth, having 1%-in. 
flanges. The springs are semi-elliptic, 41-in. long at the front, 
and 48-in. long at the rear. Both front and rear springs are 
shackled at the rear only. 


The front axle is tubular steel, 2%-in. in diameter with forged 
steel steering knuckles. The steering gear is of the worm and 
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Jim Beal inspects the torn down engine 
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nut type. The drive is by shaft with a bevel gear, floating dif- 
ferential. The rear end is large enough to fit happily on a small 
truck! The back wheels have a single key and taper and are 
held in place by the usual nut and split pin, but the front wheels 
have a fine vernier type adjustment, which consists of a split 
threaded bolt. 


Going forward from the rear end, a radius rod is located 
parallel with and to the left of the drive shaft, being anchored 
at the rear end to the axle housing and at the front end to a 
chassis cross-member just aft of the huge aluminum gear box. 
This unit, in turn, is set on a sub-frame which carries the engine. 


The gearbox has two large filler nuts on top and was made 
by the Brown-Lipe Company of Syracuse, N. Y. Inside this cast 
aluminum box are the sliding gears, three forward and one 
reverse, large, heavy and adaptable to a small truck! 


Just to the rear of the gearbox are the drum and shoe of 
the foot brake. The shoe is bronze-lined and acts upon an iron 
drum. It is hardly of any use. However the hand brake, which 
is pushed forward when it is applied, actuates internal expand- 
ing shoes mounted normally at the rear wheels. This affair 
works quite well. As an added attraction it also disengages the 
clutch when the brakes are applied. Brake and clutch pedal are 
in the normal positions. No foot throttle is provided and gas 
therefore is controlled from a steering wheel lever, as is the spark. 


The clutch is multiple disc, having 34 plates, steel and bronze, 
running in oil. Some of the models featured a leather faced 
cone clutch acting against the inner rim of the flywheel. However 
the steel and bronze clutch is extremely smooth and no jerk is 
experienced. Very little movement seems to take place. Further, 
if you happen to have four arms and hands you can shift by 
using the emergency brake in place of the foot pedal to dis- 
engage the clutch. The procedure is as follows: while one hand 
works the brake, the other shifts and the third hand adjusts the 
wheel throttle. The remaining hand can steer. 


Specifications 


Motor—Four Cyknder, Vertical. 


seers e 
Cooling —A ir. ; 


The engine of the Aerocar is a very nicely assembled affair. 
There is plenty of aluminum, brass and bronze in it, with sur- 
prisingly little iron. The base and the crankcase cover both are 
of cast aluminum, the crankcase cover being divided into four 
partitions, each of these with its own drain plug. 


The crankshaft is composed of a one piece hammered steel 
forging, running in five plain bearings. Connecting rods are 
iron and the original iron pistons had four very broad rings, one 
below the. wrist pin hole and three above. 


The cylinders themselves are cast iron, having 21 cooling 
fins on each, making a total of 1,145 square inches of cooling 
surface for the four cylinders. To assist their cooling, more air 
is blown against them by a fifteen inch, six bladed fan of bronze, 
turning upon two Hess-Bright ball bearings. The fan being 
revolved by a sewing machine leather belt running around a 
pulley at the front end of the crankshaft. 


The camshaft is mounted high in the base on the block, on 
the left side, and was supposed to be easily removed without 
“disturbing parts or changing any adjustments.” They said! 
Anyway, the camshaft activates the pushrods through rollers, 
and is lubricated by an oiler worked by another short length of 
sewing machine leather belt, coming off of a rear mounted pulley. 


Of great interest are the removable valve cages. These cages, 
of which there are two per cylinder, are held in place by two 
nuts and studs, in turn holding down cast iron cross pieces that 
press against the lips of the cages. The valves are of course 
fitted into these cages, being held fast by the usual tension 
spring, and in place of a clip the ends of the valve stems are 
threaded to take a nut. This small nut had the habit of loosening 
little by little and finally would come loose altogether. Quite 
naturally then the valve would drop into the cylinder. This in 
turn would, quite naturally, mean that the top of the piston 
would be bashed in, and pistons just aren’t any good without 


Catalogue pictures of the engine used in both models 
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Some further acknowledgements are due. We 
had learned that the very rare Model C Aerocar 

ad been acquired by the Los Angeles County 

useum through the efforts of Mr. Harry B. John- 
son of the Horseless Carriage Club. At our request 
Dr. Alfred Lewerenz, the Research Historian of 
that club, called Mr. Ransome Mathews, the 
Museum Curator, to learn what could be done 
about pictures. The following evening Mr. Mathews 
brought the museum’s original prints to the Doc- 
tor’s home for loan to us. We had the pictures 
within a week after first writing Dr. Lewerenz. 
That is really holding out the helping hand and 
not for the first time as Mr. Mathews has come 
to our aid before when we needed material. 


Side view of the Los Angeles Model C 


tops! So it was thought wise to change the valves on the restored The body itself is made of wood with the exception of the 
car. twin rumble seats and the top of the rear tool box. They are 
steel as are the hood and fenders. All lamps 

On the right side of each cylinder near the bottom of the are of brass and of ample size. Light is 
flanges was a compression release; and on top a priming cup. supplied by gas from a carbide crystal tank 
Each of these affairs was nickle plated. that hangs from the left side of the chassis. 
A tool box is fastened to either side of the 

Spark is by jump spark. The timer is of a roller contact type car on the running boards. One of the tool 
and is beautifully made, being nickle plated. [This appears to boxes [driver’s side] contains the battery. 
be a HERZ timer of the same type used on Franklin cross engines The false radiator shell is brass and looks 
of 1904-1905... . Ed.] As mentioned advance and retard are con- for all the world like that of a Packard or 
trolled by a brass lever in steering wheel. a Thomas Flyer of contemporary vintage. 


Exhaust is on the right side of the engine and goes out 
through a fairly well designed manifold. However, not so with 


the intake manifold on the left side. While it is a thing of beauty, ¢ hor wis a 
eing made of brass and looking wonderful when polished, it d The aut hes to gratef ully acknowl 

held to the intake ports by long bolts, most of which run edge the generous assistance of James Beal and 
through the pipe itself. This arrangement seriously impedes the ; epa ; : . r 
flow of fuel. [The early Franklins also had attachment bolts Robert Lane in the pr ration of this article. 


through the manifold, a poor idea for sure. Very hard to prevent Mr. Lane, from the State of Washington, is the 
air sucking. We had to design special shouldered and gasketed owner of a similar car, and with Mr. Beal has 
bolts on our 05... . Ed.] — ‘ 

been of much help. 


The original carburetor was a side draft Schebler, mounted 
very low and fed by gravity from a 24 gallon tank located be- 


neath the front seats. Since the Schebler carburetor would not , 
idle due to missing parts it was replaced with a larger carbure- Meath 

tor, also of brass. Now the engine wn happily tick over so 

slowly you can count the revs. [ ? ? Ed.] 


The wheels take 34 x 3% tires all around. Because of dif- 
ficulties with the original bolt-through-the-rim tires [Fisk?] 
originally fitted to the front wheels, it was necessary to use more 
modern wheels by adapting to the hubs. The original rear wheels, 
using a different arrangement, are retained. 


CREDITS 


FRONT COVER 
The original Trek car “in” an Illinois “road.” The story 
mentions that they did not meet a single car that day. 
From the Carris Collection 


INSIDE FRONT 
The Kenneth Kerns. Winners of the VMCCA award for best 
mechanical condition. 
Picture by Kemmerer 


— REAR 
e H. H. Franklin Memorial Award winner in the 1960 
Guaden Tour. The 1929 Brougham of member H. C. Dodge. 
Picture by Richard Merrill 


CENTER SPREAD 
Left: H.H.F.C. ... Best in Show . . . Moody Wharam 
Right: V.M.C.C.A. . .. Best in Show .. . William H. 
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If we had seen the last NEWSLETTER 
about a week sooner we could have used 
the following pages to reproduce some of 
our favorite comics, or perhaps a rebuttal 
to Dutch Kern . . . incidentally Dutch 
is the only Club member of whose politics 
we are certain. Doctor Boyer’s re- 
port on the Trek is a welcome new ap- 
proach but we had already set our 
story, and what could we do with all that 
type? 

The Newsletter clears the mystery of 
the car from Maine that we could not 
identify. 

In the interests of historical accuracy 
we feel we must point out a needed cor- 
rection in the titles and lineage of two 
Trek participants. There is no connection 
between the Princess and our family. Quite 
frankly our copy of Burke’s Peerage does 
not show any title of Princess in the 
Meredith line, though the present scion 
of that family seems to affect such a 
royal title for his little Touring. On the 
other hand The Countess Carlotta von 
Furstenberg und Blenheim is an ancient 
and honored name, known everywhere the 
old aristocracy gathers. Since the present 
holder of that title has been forced, in 
our rough modern world, to occasionally 
associate with plebeian lines such as Deit- 
rich, Derham, Barker and other such 
crudities, she prefers to conceal her line- 
age and become simply, The Countess. 
... AHA 


om). 


S EEMED to be a Lucky Seven all right as far as the 
Trek participants were concerned but the old hoodoo 
seemed to be trying for a new foothold on Trek affairs. 
For the fourth time a Trek Chairman was forced to step down 
because of illness. The rest of the regular committee were 
prevented from their usual full participation by other demands 
on their time, so an entirely new committee took over this time, 
Bill Gale, Len Aquilino and Hank Manwell with Chape Condit 
as Team Captain. During the Trek Max Skyer was drafted by 
the committee. Trek announcements were out in good time this 
year, a needed improvement. 


To add to the organization troubles the Nominations Chair- 
man, Bill Thompson, went to the hospital for a somewhat pro- 
longed bout and an emergency committee had to be set up over 
the phone, with Eunice Thompson, acting as courier. Time did 
not permit the usual way of contacting possible candidates for 
the Board so a sort of drafting telegram (the dream of every 
politician!) was sent out to a well spreAd list. This idea prcb- 
ably worked better than the usual way and might be commended 
to the consideration of the new High Brass for the future. 


By bedtime Thursday night forty nine people and twenty 
cars were checked in. We believe Trek should be extended to 
officially include Thursday, but with a minimum of schedule 
and a maximum of availability so that people may get together 
for whatever reason urges them. Year after year we have gone 
up there intending to discuss this or that with Joe Blow and 
have ended up writing Joe after we went home because there 
was not enough unscheduled free time. 


Friday morning registrations were well handled by Manwell 
and Skyer, with a minimum of fuss. We think the parlor used 
was too small and that we should have the large room we used 
in the earlier affairs that suggests hanging around and gossip- 
ing and that provides room for the display of material if 
desired. We had brought a number of items this year but were 
unable to show them. We would recommend acquiring this large 
parlor and keeping it open continuously as a headquarters from 
Thursday noon until the final banquet. The absence of such a 
headquarters was most obvious during this Trek. 


We feel that the idea of going out to the city Park on Friday 
so former Franklin employees may inspect the cars is a definite 
dud. Despite the fond beliefs or hopes of some of us these 
people DO NOT have any interest in HHFC, we have not gotten 
one SINGLE member as a result of this practice. It is not 
interesting to the Trekkers to sit around that Park for hours 
with nothing to do. We are strongly recommending to the Execu- 
tive Committee and the Trek Committee that they admit the 
fallacy of this idea and substitute something on Friday for the 
benefit of the Trek participants primarily and let the almost non 
existent group of old employees follow. 
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Weather held out pretty well except for strong showers on 
Friday at the Park which caused an early curtailment of the 
stay there. Another good reason for abandonment of that fea- 
ture and the substitution of a gathering at an area where there 
are refreshment, comfort and shelter facilities. Incidentally, 
such a location is, we understand, already under advisement by 
the Brass. 


Actually we have had remarkable luck on weather through 
the seven years we have met there. Friday’s rain was enough 
to drown out Stan Wilkinson’s cross engine, this is the second 
time, last time was on way home from Indian Isle. Maybe some 
kindhearted member will lend Stan a plastic bag to cover his 
unrobust coilbox! 


Speaking of hard luck. John Marshall who acquired Kipp’s 
Series 4 roadster heard some distressing noises amidships and 
discovered a cracked transmission case. He came on in another 
car. We were told that Fenton Meredith can bail him out of his 
trouble. For the second time Maynard Buchanan has tried to 
drive in from Omaha, trouble somewhat after the start snagged 
him this time, a few years ago he ran into trouble and barned 
his car and flew in. Seems he wired someone that he IS going 
to make a Trek in that car, S' 


Friday night bull session: Highlight was presence of Walt 
Winchester. Winchester is a famous Franklin racing pilot of 
the ’00 years. Gave a talk illustrated by slides. Look for some 
good early stuff, Walt loaned his priceless pictures to Editor. 
Walt, an old friend of Clayt Carris (he says he taught Clayt to 
drive) met Mrs. Carris for the first time in many, many years. 


Max Skyer consults the Maestro 


The senior Amicks had a short visit with Grace Carris at her 
Savannah home before the Trek. Mrs. Carris presented some 
lovely antique glass to Dorothy Amick and the fabulous personal 
albums of her husband to Mr. Amick. Grace came on over the 
next day and left, reluctantly, just before Ray Dietrich ended 
his talk. 


Oldest Trekker present (we understand it was not challenged) 
was Walt Winchester, youngest was Eric Amick. Someone tried 
to get a picture of Eric and Walt together. HHFCer approached 
(no names mentioned!) had only one shot left in his picture 
machine and wouldn’t waste (?) it on people while there were 
still Franklins to be photographed! This is the height of some- 
thing or other, but the Ed would have liked that picture, he'll 
get plenty of cars!! 


During the session Friday evening Don Kitchen gave an 
interesting demonstration of his replacement oil pump and also 
displayed the very fine hub caps he has produced, both for the 
Series 135. This sort of thing is a real service to club members. 
While the Friday program was interesting we believe that there 
was more value, if not perhaps more entertainment, in the panel 
discussion held last year. We would like to see that repeated. 


Usual wonderful time at Long Branch Park on Saturday, 
excellent convoy service by Sheriff's office and State Police, 
they even took us home this year! If any of you birds were 
annoyed by no salt and pepper Chape accepts full responsibility! 
Looked like rain all the time, actualy not a drop came down. 
Don’t think anyone wants this part of Trek changed. We are 
alone out there and have full run of the place. Hard to think 
of a better deal. 


The Annual Dinner was preceded by the usual cocktail party 
on Saturday night, held as always in the big dining room on the 
tenth floor. Dr. Boyer, of course, presided and as a prelude to 
any announcements he called upon the Trekkers present, as has 
been done in the past, to indicate how many Treks they had 
attended. He started by asking all “First Timers” to show hands. 
Quite a bunch. He then called upon all “Trek two timers” for 
a show of hands. This unfortunate: classification brought con- 
siderable uproar and the worthy Doctor seemed actually em- 
barrassed until he was able to rephrase his request. 


The new Officers and Advisors were then announced: Dr. 
Robert T. Eckert was named President and Harry M. Moore as 
Vice-President, with Miles S. Amick reelected Treasurer. The 
new Advisors are James B. Beal of Washington, John Carl Fos- 
ter of Pennsylvania, Charles R. Smith of Maryland and Warren 
S. Weiant from Ohio. 


SKYER 


The new Vice-President had been elected without consulting 
him and when it was announced, along with the fact that he 
had now made all seven Treks in the same car, his faithful 
Pirate, there was a regular ovation. The look on Harry’s face 
was something to see. 


Dr. Eckert, the President-elect then presented a Past Presi- 
dent’s pin to the retiring Dr. Boyer, and in absentia to Past 
President Fred Pommer. In his turn Bob Eckert received the 
current President’s pin from George Boyer, to wear for as long 
as he can satisfy the voters! 


This year the VMCCA presented two awards to HHFC, at 
HHFC suggestion they did the judging. VMCCA Prexy and 
HHFC member, Oscar Springer with Joseph Pryce, VMCCA Chief 
Judge picked William H. Miller as recipient of their Best in 
Show award and Kenneth Kern for an award for mechanical 
excellence. This, in our opinion is a worthwhile award. They told 
us that they were getting tired of seeing mint shells that could 
barely run at so many meets. For Dutch’s further gratification 
they told this writer that the mechanical excellence award was 
unanimous. It has long been our opinion that excessive emphasis 
on awards was not good for the game. Tiny Springer informed 
us that the VMCCA will NOT give ANY prizes at this year’s 
Glidden Tour, only such awards as have been presented to their 
club, among them The H. H. Franklin Memorial Award for the 
best air cooler. 


-22- 


i * ales ee a See een eA See OR 2 eee ‘i easy i WEt at me ie oe a a 
he Oe ee a eee oe re a Sy eae le ee a Set? ae 
h ic ae | Z ‘a Por a Soe. we Qe Pan i aan ca 3s ; “UE ae a “aes hows 
F ie i a ae Bp % if Nes Saree: ea - ae Ay ome a, WR a le “a ee 
SiN a iy Sa . a tes . ae a 3 : “42 ee FS = —S : 2. a . 2 3 
oe - : : 
>a 
x) 
f ee 
“x 
) ee 
\ 
ae 
4 4 ‘ “— wed - 
ey ae 37 
3 as" 2 > ee ke 
ii 3 Oo. a eee a 2 7 bs ¢ a 
t eS : : : ' a 3 gow tr 2. 
3 ee eee 
. ie SSR - 5 < » a 
aoe ah ae -*? » “een? = ai 
+a w+ c.can 2 on Oe ee ee 
SS es eS ™ mae Se ee 
“Je ate * . Cee ge ae * ee a 
; za * y amis 5 PA Fh = aes Ue Eg : 
py a eee ee ie Ee Me ee Me), *<\.. RR oin ede me Me ey car 
Bi eae: " a eee OF " neg ee ae is. a a p22 ah 4 : € wae edi £ oe Senos ng fica Et 
., see Teg eee ge eee ae Be gee + 5 fee ge oa a a —— 
i ait PY 3, ve net i Sa aes Oia > ete aoa oe a — 
a “4 Se ae ba i, sl i ane. ol af = * ie ki er — = | i pis 0 
ae cee ee ee ede Se ay ae Yate er Pe nn — | 
| Sg ES a ate ee | OS ft Bae ae i 
; a ae. ae: ee Ea Meee tig Ey | aes ae me Gee: RM ti i —— 3 
ae - bs > oe eae eh aes iim Se ae Sot eee es, a 3 bse 7 ae ee § oy 
5 RO ISS Ra a een ' Rivccual® Ol - 
ag i ie Ge , heap Seine DMR ee ode a a ee ‘ Ce _ ; : 
; he oe pa Eo # Sie * ee ae ne . = fo , i yt ni 
Be nerf ; emma eS ‘ > aa rs os - 4 
a ae a! ae ee ee ; oe 9 Busia : 
a ro BE ee ae ee - Bitte a 2. 3 pete = 4 ce es eae a - 
if iit eo ek oe eee ee ae ay) Pe ¥ z ae ety = Miler 1 
: Dee. a * ae MOAT my ae - < MWR 6 Te a * " bs ee te eas” COS =< ae 
; re ae Be ey. A ae a yor a “a ce j ea * ll a : +7 + oe 
i ee eee Ee p ee i ; . oe 8. ~~ a 
oe ae ae Was al es gists en Me . , ae ame ae 2 _ ia oo yy 
ue ts ph eas as 2 i ‘ < +e ech, Mae See es" " —? 4 " ; a a ae ‘€ es ey 
ek 4 8 oe ce Te tga” eee aes ae Cee > .1 Pa aa : es e" 
© i ica 5 wee Te ae “ : gees A WL 
ie ea aaa cor a chs. ee ae Ai Sis ay a j x : ee * [oa Ree oe 
3 Tipe GEM a agape Spent ; ee Te F * ; es i ee ff eae i 
=§ ead "i i <a ee | ae a oe CO ee b 
5 ee Re e a SS) ee 
ES ae 
ss eas E eS arte ss ie : ag 4 (cad 
Sap ogee i< ae: ae 
5 iy s a par. Bo : i emery 4 ae 
eo the ae ae be gets, Ra ae Sa ‘ 
‘ tae ER ee 
ae: Me RENT aks? ee Pe eee eae oe 
ee ee : 
ee } Q 
Sage ‘ H is ‘ i : 
ae as”. _ . 4 ’ op he aa OR Lay oe Sa = AS Pigaomal ee er ane is ae 4 a th : ‘ i oe) ne 
ae ie i of ee ee ee oa a aan 
e J Sige aR ee THA Payless AE me oF a irs 7s eo) 42a cin eo pe ie oe : ae: 
} es ; ; SS 28 Shy aaa ei. en ras eae | ess | ae ee peu, cae Bg te re he jas 
i | pineds 5 ig. ie me Peon: west = . 2 | ees ‘ae DCM Worse 3 = ‘ 4 » Sai 0 ae 
Re a : Sy Nee ar | ie =. Bes 5 ; SoS Sh | See i. Baa F Be ihanr Ca See bese Cae a oe ae ase Gi 
3 ap a % ei oe Se i: ee ee a oe ie. ee a eee ae . : i es 
ose A E ai q : oe cr hae Sa Lae re see i tae 9 3 R OS ce ea a ge ak a Ba 
i eee a a a ee Di) Ae aie See Seas ae an Se ee ee tees ts , 


€ 


Mrs. Clayton S. Carris and Mr. Walter Winchester meet after many years 


Our own awards this year followed past practice. A Best 
in Show Award and ribbons for three arbitrary classes (accord- 
ing to cars in attendance). The classes were picked as: 


Beginning through Series 9: 
1: 1905 Type A Stanley Wilkinson 
Series 10 through Series 12: 


1: 1929 Series 135 Sedan 
2: 1927 Series 11-B Sedan 
3: 1928 Sedan 


Dr. Alfred Collette 
Fred Johnston 
Dr. George Boyer 


Series 13 through Series 19: 
1: 1932 V-12 
2: 1931 Convertible 
3: 1931 Speedster 


Leonard Beck 
Charles Smith 
Dr. Robert Eckert 


Best in Show: 
The Series 19 Airman of the Moody Wharams 


This award was a beautiful cuff link and tie clasp set made 
up with the HHFC recognition button as a motif and was pre- 
sented to the club by our official jeweler and member, Athol 
Odell of Galesburg, Illinois. Those of us who know Odell from 
past years were much disappointed that he was unable to 
attend. We presume that the record is still unsullied, anyway 
up to last reports Athol has NEVER owned anything but a 
Franklin in his life! For awhile he kept eight of them so he 
would not run out! Think he was finally convinced that he could 
not outlive eight, soa believe he has sold a few of them. For the 
benefit of some of the newer HHFCers we would like to mention 
that Athol developed and produced this very high class line of 
club jewelry not only at his own risk, without subsidy from the 
Club, but even kicked back most of his profit to the club! Like 
our car badge, it is doubtful if any old car organization can 
boast official jewelry of better taste and quality than Odell has 
produced. 
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BOYER 


This year there was an additional special award. The nation- 
ally famous Penan Dink Corporation annually present an award 
for excellence in esthetic and artistic contributions to publica- 
tions in the higher echelons. The well known Dr. Coo Ling Fin 
of Yon Province, China was this year’s recipient in recognition 
of his work with AIR COOLED NEWS. Due to his inability to 
be present he named his closest friend in HHFC, Dr. George 
Boyer, as his proxy. The elaborately packaged award proved to 
be a king size can of Chow Mein! 


Our speaker this year was Ray Dietrich, of classic design 
fame. Member Dietrich proved to be a speaker of merit com- 
mensurate with his fame as a designer. His envied ability to 
apparently build himself up to a point where his listeners were 
thinking, “What an egotistic jerk this bird is!”, and then, when 
there seemed no further height to attain he would deflate the 
whole business by some such remark as, “Then I got fired!” On 
the serious side he showed a mastery of the subject and in a 
subsequent question period he was kept busy answering ques- 
tions for nearly an hour. After the dinner was formally at an 
end he was still busy for a long period, illustrating his answers 
and ideas with quick and wonderful sketches. Alas, on the table 
linen, imagine the hotel management thinks him somewhat less 
of a hero than the members did!! 


Understand that in both Franklins present as well as people 
this Trek slightly exceeds any in the past. As far as has been 
reported there were 36 Franklins and about 140 people. 


The late Lowell Hitchner, HHFC member, willed his Series 
10-C Sedan to the club, as is well known to many members. Our 
president, George Boyer, picked up this car at the Hitchner home 
and trucked it to Syracuse. The good Doctor even drove the 
truck himself. The car was on exhibit during the meet and at 
the conclusion of the Trek it was taken to a local private garage 
by Hank Manwell and Chape Condit, where it will be stored until 
better arrangements are made for its permanent accommodation. 
Boyer mentioned that it was given to the club and was in Syra- 
cuse, but characteristically, neglected to mention that he had 
brought it there at his own expense and by his own labor! 
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This year the Trek produced three HHFC heroes who are 
acknowledged by all, plus, undoubtedly, several who should have 
been acknowledged. Without giving these heroes relative rank, 
we want to mention them. Ray Dietrich, whose talk, subsequent 
assistance to our more rabid classic folks (Tom Hubbard, all the 
way from Arizona, looked like a man who had won the British 
lottery) and his utterly charming wife who captivated all (she 
said she enjoyed his talks as much as anyone, for she never 
knew what he would say next, and somewhat doubted if he did 
either!!). Harry and Robert Moore, who received a real ovation 
when it was announced (only a few new folks had to be told!) 
that they had now attended seven Treks in the same car. We 
would like to add that Harry did not upset his reputation, he 
was seen, as usual, going around with parts in his greasy hands. 
It was said last year that Harry came to the Trek to overhaul 
the Pirate each year! Anyway, he surely keeps it running in 
top form. Then there was Trek first timer, Bruce Cox of Detroit, 
who has reprinted some early issues of ACN. Bruce appeared 
with a reprint of issues 1-2-3-4-9 under one cover. These have 
long been out of print and are much sought after. The job is 
really excellent and he has done a real service to the organiza- 
tion. I think he sold about all he had during the dinner but 
understand that more are available. (See Page 13 for further 
information on this.) We assumed that Bruce was a publisher, 
but learned that he was only another member who badly wanted 
all the issues. It might be interesting to note that he borrowed 
the old copies from Doman, who was pleased to be reminded to 
whom he had loaned them, that’s club spirit. 


Geographically the Trek had good representation. In addition 
to the usual hordes from Pennsylvania, New York and nearby 
states we also had L. C. Hanna from Florida, ? ? ? #£4from 
Maine, Hubbard from Arizona, W. W. Webb from California, 
several from Illinois and nearby states. Oh, yes, Cliff Boram is 
now a Florida man. He was there. 


Once again we see that we have missed seeing quite a few 
Trekkers, several of those we have never met. We think we are 
going to introduce some sort of resolution to the Committee 
that everyone will have to hunt us up to get their identity card 
or have it punched or something. That last is the better idea, 
then we won’t goof over someone’s name that we have known 
for seven years! 


No doubt a few names are missing from the list. A month 
later we are not going to try to correct it from memory, so those 
whom we may have missed please look us up next year and get 
your “card punched.” We know there was a car there all the 
way from Maine. We expected it to be on the list so did not 
have sense enough to look them up. Come back next year and 
we'll buy you a drink! 


The Trekkers 


Mr. Warren Adriance, Mr. and Mrs. Miles S. Amick, Mr. and « 


Mrs. A. H. Amick, Dr. and Mrs. Leonard Aquilino, Mr. Leonard 
Aquilino, Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Ball, Mr. Kenneth Barton, Mr. 
Leonard Beck, Miss Edna Belsner, Mr. Clifford W. Boram, Dr. 
George S. Boyer, Miss Susan Boyer, Miss Wendy Boyer, Miss 
Nan Boyer, Mrs. Caroline Boyer, Dr. and Mrs. Frank R. Boyer, 
Miss Carol M. Boyer, Mr. George F. Boyer, Mr. Earl Bristol, 
Mr. Earl Buchman, Mr. John Carberry, Mr. and Mrs. A. J. 
Cochrane, Mr. William H. Collins, Mr. W. Chapin Condit, Mr. 
Bruce Cox, Mr. Lloyd P. Davis, Mr. Russell Decker, Mr. Robert 
H. DeHart, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Deitrich, Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
T. Doman, Dr. Robert T. Eckert, Mr. Joel Eckert, Mr. Gus Elliott, 
Mr. Neil Ensworth, Mr. Karl W. Feather, Mr. John Fellers, Mr. 
Harold M. Finley, Mr. and Mrs. John Carl Foster, Miss Daisy 
R. Foster, Mr. and Mrs. William Gewand, Miss Marlene Gewand, 
Mr. and Mrs. William Gale, Mr. Richard T. Hall, Mr. Gordon 
Howard, Mr. Owen Hoyt, Mr. Thomas H. Hubbard, Mr. H. Macy 
Jenkins, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Johnston, Mr. Russell Keeler, Mr. 
Robert H. Keith, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth W. M. Kern, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Kipp, Mr. Donald W. Kitchin, Mr. and Mrs. Erwin 
Lang, Dr. and Mrs. W. H. Lindsey, Dr. and Mrs. Reginald Man- 
well, Mr. John Manwell, Mr. Henry Manwell, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Marshall, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Marshall, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Mackey, Miss Joan McNulty, Mr. Robert McLean, Mr. W. Fenton 
Meredith, Mr. George S. Metzger, Mr. and Mrs. Theodore A. 
Mickle, Mr. Robert Miller, Mr. Richard Miller, Mr. William 
Miller, Mr. and Mrs. David Monroe, Mr. Harry M. Moore, Mr. 
Robert Moore, Miss Joan Murphy, Mr. Walter M. Nelson, Mr. 
Roy W. Nelson, Mr. Lee E. Nelson, Mr. Kurt Nichols, Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank B. Ober, Mr. Joseph Pryce, Mr. Charles Rothermel, 
Miss Paula Schmidt, Mr. and Mrs. Lester A. Sheaffer, Mr. Max 
M. Skyer, Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Smith, Mr. Sanford A. Smith, 
Mr. Archie S. Snare, Mr. Oscar F. Springer, Mr. John C. Stein, 
Mr. Robert N. Stein, Mrs. Anna E. Stein, Mr. Vernon Stone, Mr. 
Armand Vachon, Mr. Robert Wallace Webb, Mr. Donald G. Webb, 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Weiland, Mr. and Mrs. Moody Wharam, 
Mr. Stanley D. Wilkinson, Mr. Walter F. Winchester, Mr. James 
A. Zimmer. 


HOWARD 


Bob Eckert takes over control from Ceorge Boyer. The Dietrichs 
in the foreground. 
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HUBBARD HUBBARD 


Sharp eyes should be able to spot many Trek regulars in these two pictures 


HUBBARD HUBBARD 


William Collins of Batavia comes for the first time. Macy Jenkins with his Victoria Touring usually 
makes it from Rochester 
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3516 N. Hamlin Ave, 
Chicago 18, Ill. 
August 30, 1960 


H. He. Franklin Club 


Attention: Editor 
Air Cooled News 


It was with surprise and pleasure that I 
noted the name of Dr. Coo Ling Fin in our latest 
H. H. Franklin Club roster. 


For some time I have been trying to locate 
Dr. Fin. In fact, my search has been continuous ever 
since I learned that the last true Franklin was in 
his possession. 


This, of course, is the little know highly 
experimental cross-engine V-12. Just how Doctor Fin 
came into + yay of this car is not although 
he is reputed to have been the personal sician of 
the very banker who placed the padlock on Franklin 
factory. 


The only account of this car appeared intthe 
"Lama's Wheel", national motoring publication of Tibet, 
Apparently all other stories of the car were suppressed 
by the banking interests. No doubt they realized that 
had news of this automotive achievement become wide- 
spread it would have been the banks, rather than the 
factory, which would have been padlocked,. 


The article gives only a few details of the 
car, which I will list here. 


"Backbone" type frame, made of an 8¥xs8* 
laminated ash beam, exactly 10 feet, 13/52 inches 
in length. This husky frame permitted a long wheelbase 
while retaining the flexibility of a wood frame, 
Each wheel was cushioned by four d-eliptic springs, 
which of course equals one full eliptic. The powerful 
V-12 air-cooled engine was placed in cross position, 
cradled in a notch cut in the frame timber, The engine 
was tilted for better distribution of the cooling air 
and a lower hood line. Individual air intakes were 
provided for each cylinder, Since the article was” 
merely an announcement of the car, no mention was made 
of engineering "bugs", if any, which may have appeared 
in the design. A sketch, made from the very faded 
phote which appeared with the article, is enclosed. 


Should I make contact with Dr. Coo Ling Fin 
in the City of Egg Foo, Province of Yon, China, I wili 
be happy to forward further details of the car, 


UE deghr— 


IR COOLED NEWS 


The V-12 Cross Engine 


A discovery of historical importance 


Publication of The H. H. Franklin Club 


A. H. Amick, Editor 
Cumberland, Maryland 


September 2nd, 1960 


Dear Bill Snyder: 


When your amazing letter and sketch 
reached the desk of the Editor in Chief today it sim 
ply disorganized the whole office. The entire staff 
gathered around to examine and admire the sketch and 
te discuss the amazing revelations made in the letter. 
It was not until a rumor (later reported unfounded) 
that there was an open fifth ef Grandad in the little 
boy's room that the crowd dispersed from around our 
desk. 


Historically I believe this is the 
find of the century. You refer to it as the "little 
known" experimental V-12 cross engine. It is more 
than that, it could be said to have been unknown if 
even I did not know it existed. 


Its unconventional design and struc- 
tvre further confirms Carl Doman's reiterated state- 
ment that Franklin “led never followed". However at 
that point it occurs to me that this glamourous car 4 
could hardly have been built without Carl's knowledge. 
I wonder, are all his professions of being willing to 
share his knowledge, shallowwrds after all? 


I am sure that you will be pleased 
to learn that Dr. Fin's many contributions to history 
and art were recognized by a special award to him at 
thie year's annual dinner. Unfortunately Dr. Fin was 
unable to leave Yon Province so the award was accepted 
for him by his fellow healer, Dr. Boyer. 


William S. Snyder, Bditor in Chief 
Chicago, Illinois 
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by members. 


The John Burns Column was formerly personally conducted by the late Mr. Burns. 
It is now handled by a board of Franklin engineers and special experts who, out of 
their wide experience, will undertake to assist members with their technical problems. 
In addition it will from time to time, as before, contain tips and suggestions sent in 


All correspondence for this column should be direct with the Editorial Office at 
Cumberland, Maryland. You will be expected to furnish this office with copies of your 


PISTON RINGS 
J. L. LOPER of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, writes: 

“On the engine of my 1910 Model D the pistons hold and 
drag almost to the point of seizing, as though they were dry 
with no lubrication whatever. There is plenty of end play on 
crankshaft. Just installed a new set of. Hasting rings. Also what 
is correct tire size on my 1910 Model D Touring?” 


ANSWER by Mr. Buchman: 

“In the 1910 Model D with the old splash oiling system I 
would suggest never using such severe rings as most Hastings 
are. Use just plain soft cast iron rings of the shallow groove 
type and never use oil rings. Use plain in all three grooves. 


Be sure the butt clearance in a 4% inch cylinder is not less 
than .034. This I’m sure will take care of the troubles, I’m assum- 
ing, of course, that the pistons have not been changed. Correct 
tire sizes are 36 x 4 front and 36 x 4% rear.” 


CLUTCH STUD MATERIAL 

DONALD W. KITCHIN, of Kimberton, Pennsylvania, suggests: 

“I noticed you asked the question as to what steel would 

suitable for clutch studs. It would seem to me that the Elastuf 

A—2 heat treated alloy steel that I use on my pump shafts 
would be ideal for this purpose. It has a Rockwell hardness of 
C—28—32 which offers much better wear resistance than cold 
rolled but is not brittle. It machines beautifully and threads 
easily. Would suggest that the studs be threaded by chasing in 
a thread cutting lathe, then finished in an adjustable die to 
obtain a snug fit. This steel can be obtained from the Horace T. 
Potts Company of Philadelphia.” 


ANSWER by Mr. Amick: 

“Thank you, Don. No doubt it would be a superior material. 
However, in my case they are already installed with pump rod, 
not ordinary cold rolled.” 


VAPOR LOCK 
J. PRENTICE of Baltimore sends in the following 
bit of information. By coincidence I have heard of this 
situation three times this past year, each cured the same 
way. ... AHA 


“When I acquired my Series 135 sport sedan in 1958, Member 
Carl Cunningham, who has been working on Franklins more 
years than he likes to admit, warned me that I would probably 
have trouble with vapor lock in hot weather. He suggested I 
carry a can of water and, when trouble develops, pour water 
over the fuel pump. He said the condition would likely occur 
in congested city traffic. 


“I took his advice and carried a can of water during the 
summer of 1958. But nothing happened. In 1959 I didn’t bother 
with the can any more. After all, it seemed a little silly to carry 
a can of water for an air-cooled car. 


“Then came summer 1960, and we decided to go to Greenfield 
Village and the Granville Rally at Kenyon College in Ohio. 
Westbound on U.S. 40 between Cumberland, Maryland, and 
Uniontown, Pennsylvania, with four passengers and a half ton 
of luggage, we were making our way up one of Amick’s moun- 


und and stopt dead. I got out and made a quick inspection 

make sure I hadn’t lost any vital parts. Everything looked 
copesetic. I was standing there trying to decide what to do next 
when Carl Cunningham’s warning came back to me. Fortunately 
there was a small motel not far away where I was able to get a 
bucket of water. I poured it over the fuel pump, got in, and 
started the motor without any trouble. Needless to say, at the 
next gas station I secured a can of water and carried it with 
me on the rest of the trip.” 


» r in second gear when the motor made a sudden gasping 


om sm 


TWENTY INCH WIRE WHEELS 

RICHARD LAMPHERE of Kingston, Tennessee, asks: 

“Did any model Franklin ever use a 20 inch wire wheel 
similar to the 19 inch wheel used on the Series 14 and 15 cars, 
or on some of the 13s? If not do you know of a similar 20 inch 
wire wheel used by some other make that could be adapted, pre- 
sumably with some minor machining? For example I have on 
hand a set of Nash wooden wheels with 20 inch diameter that 
fit with no adapting whatever. I do not know the model Nash 
or if it ever had wire wheels also.” 

MR. BUCHMAN answers: 


“The only 20” wire wheels used by Franklin was on the Series 
12B and this was used as optional. I doubt if this wheel would 
be satisfactory for your car. I would suggest using a smaller 
wheel instead of larger and use modern tires which you could 
buy almost any place at the right price. If the smaller wheel 
which you might select or find did not fit the Franklin hub then 
I would install the Franklin mounting parts of wheel onto your 
new wheel. This of course would require new spokes no doubt. 


“If this idea doesn’t meet your aproval there is another way 
to use the 20” outfit. Use a 20” rim, which it is possible to find 
and install your old Franklin mounting on this rom. This of 
course would again require new spokes. 


“To make any such changeover you might do well to contact 
a motor rim company in your nearest large city. They might 
prove to be a great help.” 


REPLACEMENT OIL PUMP 
JACK HILDRETH of Dallas, Texas, describes a substitute oil 
pump he adapted to his Series 18A. He states that it was 
necessitated by pronounced wear in the original pump caus- 
ing it to rapidly lose oil pressure on long drives. 


“Chevrolet part No. 3836203 Pump was used and the change- 
over was made in the following manner: 


1. Remove old pump and saw off mounting flange and oil 
gallery flange as nearly flush as possible, then bore out Pump 
to Engine flange to fit over end of new pump, this should be 
flush to end, attach to engine and rotate new pump so discharge 
will point straight across to left side of frame. Remove and 
braze underside of mounting flange to pump. 


2. The oil gallery flange is ready for use except that it must 
be chambered, on machine side, to receive the flare of %” tubing 
which can be bent (using spring to prevent collapse) and con- 
nected to discharge side of pump. %” straight fittings to be used 
on both Suction and Discharge with ferrules. 


3. The new pump must be modified in order to use the 
original Regulator Valve. Remove regulator valve from new 
pump and discard plunger and spring, but pull the inboard 
plunger stop pin and drive a hardwood plug 1” long into plunger 
hole to back side and drive pin in center of plug. Tap out 
regulator hole with 4%” pipe tap and use 4%” elbow to connect 
original regulator line. 


4. The pump drive shaft must be increased to 9 11/16” and 
can be made from %” drill rod. Be sure there is sufficient clear- 
ance on this rod when put inside the new pump housing. 


This entire changeover after being planned out took about 
three hours time and now when the temperature comes up the 
oil pressure STAYS PUT and the stock of pumps are not in 
short supply.” 


Editor’s note: We are not sufficiently informed on 
the engine and parts concerned to attempt any evaluation 
of this plan beyond member Hildreth’s report of very 
satisfactory operation. 
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THe MAREZET PLAch 


available space. Advertisements from non-members may be 
patton al charge, at the discretion of the Classified 
Editor. 


Members are reminded that misrepresentation in advertise- 
ments may result in their being dropped from the Club rolls. 
They are further reminded that the publishing of their adver- 
tisements entails an obligation to answer all inquiries. 


Classified advertisements are free to members, subject to # 


Box 535, Cumberland, Maryland 


FOR SALE 


1982 SPORT COUPE with rumble seat. Excellent running con- 
dition, but needs body work. $150.00 worth of spare motor 
and other parts. Car and all parts sold as unit only. $395.00. 
Paul W. Gockel, 3355 Chalfant Road, Shaker Heights 20, Ohio. 


1915 UNFIT FOR RESTORATION: Good parts Buffalo wire 
wheels, crankshaft, transmission, rear end, doors, hood, gas 
tank, hardware and instruments, springs, axles and genera- 
tor. Sell all or part. Wendell Spencer, Route 5, Montevideo, 
Minnesota. 


SIDE CURTAINS AND RODS for 1931 Roadster, 3 wooden rims 
(?) with tires, Carter carburetor for 1931 Franklin, fuel pump, 
Twilight lenses (state size desired). Henry Rovitch, 30-57 Br. 
5th Street, Brooklyn 35, N. Y. 


FRANKLIN FOUR DOOR SEDANS; running, 12B, 13 (7 pass.), 
147. 16, 17 V-12, Black, 7-pass. (The Wallerich car). 17 V-12, 
Two tone brown 5 pass. and an Olympic. Cars for parts or 
restoration; 17 V-12, 5 pass. Gray. 15 5 pass. Salon. W. H. 
Tallyn, 3712 Ocean Drive, Manhattan Beach, California. 


TEXAS TOUR AWARD WINNER, 1927 in near mint condition. 
Price $1250.00. Russell Day, 9019 Kapri Lane, Houston 25, 
Texas. 


1925 FOUR DOOR SEDAN in good restorable condition. Price 
$350.00. George V. Bishop, P. O. Box 67, Mastic, New York. 


SET OF FIVE 6.50 x 19 wooden wheels, 7 lug type for 1930-32 
models. With lugs, less hubcaps. Also many other 1930-1932 
engine and running gear parts, all in excellent condition. 
Any reasonable offer. David Lamphere, Apt. 36, Bldg. 4, 251 
10th Street, Atlanta 13, Georgia. 


1982 FOUR DOOR SEDAN; five wire wheels, engine just over- 
hauled, upholstery very good. Price $250.00. Parts 1928-1932 
some earlier, grilles, fenders, doors and Ryan lights. Also 
1930 and Series 9B manuals. Robert D. McCarron, Jr., Walom 
Hill Road North, Newton 67, Massachusetts. 


FOUR DOOR SEDAN, SERIES 161: Wire wheels with rear 
mounted spare. Fair tires. Car is complete. Motor runs per- 
fectly. Needs some body work. Asking $500.00. O. C. Davis, 
40 East 59th Street, Jacksonville 6, Florida. 


1927 FRANKLIN CAR, 6 cylinder, 44,515 miles, good condition 
(Body? Ed.) Will accept reasonable offer. William Young- 
blood, 711 Hallwood Avenue, Falls Church, Virginia. 


WANTED 


FOR A 1927 SERIES 11B TOURING: Head lamps, set of top 
bows, 1 cylinder and piston, 1 connecting rod, set of main 
bearings (Babbit inserts), set of rings and a starter. Robert 
= Harrison, Jr., 90 Greenwich Avenue, East Providence 14, 

7m 


TOURING BODY for 1922 or early 1923 Series 10 A. Would con- 
sider parts car with good touring body. B. F. Gostin, 306 
Central Drive, Chattanooga 11, Tenn. 


SET OF VALVE GUIDES for 18C Olympic. Must be in first class 
condition, also complete steering gear including wheel. Gen- 
erator and starter. Sanford B. Teu, II, 4306 South 36th Street, 
Arlington 6, Virginia. 


NEW IGNITION CAPS and rotors for the distributors on the 
V-12. 12 cyl. 2 coils. W. H. Tallyn, 3712 Ocean Drive, Man- 
hattan Beach, California. 


JERICHO EXHAUST WHISTLE, also 28” rims and lock rings, — 
rear fenders for a 1909 Model D Franklin. Jack Wadsworth, 
264 W. Pamela Road, Arcadia, California. 


1930-1931 DEITRICH SPEEDSTER or 1930-1931 Merrimac phae- 


ton. Also two inside door handles for 1927 Victoria. Russell 
Day, 9019 Kapri Lane, Dallas 25, Texas. 


LEADS 


9B SEDAN complete except for three wheels and front axle. 
Body in good condition, but is not original. Car is in North 
Dakota. Contact Ronald Chappell, LaVale, Wisconsin. a 

e 


SERVICE CORPORATION; LOUIS ROSS, oldtim 
Franklin mechanic does all types of Franklin repairs, also 
has some parts. 931 Dean Street, Brooklyn 16, New York. 


1933 OLYMPIC for sale, engine and chassis good, body pretty 
sad. Contact Roger Dods, Box 111, High and Center Streets, 
Southampton, Massachusetts. 


Member William B. Hamlin offers these 
attractive Franklin decals at three for a 
dollar. The oval has a bright red background. 
Order from 228 East Rosewood Court, Ontario, 
California. 


anthony automotive service ANTHONY GIAIMO 


1055 north gardner street 
hollywood 46, california 


- 28. 
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